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‘Wnoand Marina Naumova
LE¥ Stodent Ambascadors

Every year, the Lexington
Education Foundation (LEF}
holds their Grantee Reception;
a culmination of the great work
conducted by grant recipients.
LEF grants are funds awarded to
educators and administrators to
enrich theschool environment
and positively impact stu-
dents, The event is held at Cary
Memorial Building and features
a sharing circle where grant
recipients talk about the impact
grants have had on their teach-
ing experience and on students'
educational and social -emotional

This year, we heard inspiring
stories from educators who are
bringing outstanding experiences
to classrooms and school build-
ings across the district. A few
grant examples that were espe-
clally impressive were: Fiske's
School Community Grant to
create a more welcoming and
inclusive entry; Amy Muzyka's
Fellowship Grant to learn new
strategies Lo engage struggling
tudets, both tmddle school

! finmersion in Finnish
School culture; and a program
grant awarded to two LHS teach-
erstocreate s women's litersture
elective.

Thomas Marteflone, princi-
pal of Fiske Elementary School,
spoke on the LEF School Com-
munity Grant awarded to Fiske.
The grant received was used to
create a more welcoming envi-
renment in the school, and steps
taken to achieve that included
bnylns sets of books for class-
rom that “were focused on

ing differeat bdng accept-

also included

}a-,‘:’meatthn beginning of the

languages, We have planters out
there, we really wanted people to
feel like theywere welcome when
they were walking into school,"
Martellone explained. Martel-
Ione finished his talk by thanking
LEF for “all of [their] support in
enriching the Uves of children and
staff."

Amy Muzyka, literacy spe~
cialist at Hastings Elementary
School, was the recipient of 2
LEF Fellowship that allowed her,
along with colleague Kale Jones,
to travel to New York Columbia
University Teachers College o
attend the Reading and Writ-
ing Project Coaching Institute
for four days to learn ways to
incorporate different teach-
Ing methods in the classroom to
improve the reading ability of
students.

When reflecting on the result
of the trip, Muzyka said, “It just
seems so powerful to be able
to see our impact on the tier
one learning in the classrooms
because of this."

Muzyka also noted that many
useful strategies and procedures
were learned that wouldn't have
been known if they had not had
this opportunity.

Courtesy of an LEF fellowship,
Principals Anna Monaco (Jonas
Clarke Middle School) and Jen-
nifer Turner (William Diamond
Middle S¢hool) traveled to Fin-
land to participate ina one- week
intensive principals' study of the
Finnish educational system.

Jennifer Turner commented,
“Weknew that we would learm a
Jot, 1don't think that we could've
ever estimated how much we
would actuslly come home with. "
Anna Monaco added, “We had
alot of very concrete lakeaways.”

This fellowship included &
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thal included scheduling, tier
cne sports, diversity and inclu-
sion, and working with other

departments
Taylor Liljegren, along with
her colieague Samantha St, Lasw-

rence, are two Lexington High
School English teachers who
received a LEF Program Grant 1o
create a new English elective, She
pointed out how there was not
currently an alective about wom-
en's lterature, but as “socially
responsible educators,” they
should create one that looks into
wornen’s experiences and values
them. The teachers created four
new units that were based off of
the subject of a freshman unit,
The Hero's Journey, focusing
more on the heroine’s journey
within novels and how a gen-
dered experience can alter that
experience. They have already
gotten deep into it and received
great responses from students.
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She wrappedup by thanking LEF
for the opportunities offered and
feels “so lucky Yo be in a district

that values teachers and really
wants us to folfill our passions s
our education.”




